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#E4 : Yukie HARA/
Masazumi MARUYAMA

Intercultural Communication and Collaboration

NE & T
ik

In this era of globalization, the likelihood of collaborating with individuals from
diverse cultural backgrounds has significantly increased. Therefore, the emphasis
extends beyond merely improving English proficiency to cultivating a heightened

awareness of effective communication and collaboration across cultures.

This seminar, cofacilitated by two instructors, provides a platform for Japanese
and International students to explore opportunities for understanding diverse
cultures. Through presentations and discussions, participants delve into various
cultural aspects such as money-related habits, societal norms, holidays,

perceptions of age and gender differences, and more.

Subsequently, students collaborate as a multicultural team in a Project-Based
Learning (PBL) setting. Here, they acquire knowledge and skills by investigating
and responding to authentic, engaging, and complex questions, problems, or

challenges within a real-world globalized or globalizing environment.

The seminar unfolds in two main parts:

**Part 1: Understanding Cultures**

In this segment, students engage in sharing mini-reports and reflections on each
cultural topic. The aim is to enhance multicultural understanding. Through active
participation in discussions, students not only gain insights into each other's
perspectives but also ponder on strategies for effective collaboration in

multicultural settings.

**Part 2: Multicultural PBL (Project-Based Learning)**

Building upon the principles of PBL, students form multicultural teams to
collaboratively address real-world challenges vis-a-vis globalization. These
challenges are identified within educational institutions (spanning all levels of
schools), local businesses, or public institutions such as city offices. The teams
embark on a journey of investigation and problem-solving in regard with

globalizing the institutions, aiming to gain practical knowledge and skills.




In essence, the seminar serves as a dynamic platform for students not only to
appreciate the richness of diverse cultures but also to actively apply this
understanding in a real-world context. Through collaborative efforts, students
develop the skills necessary for effective communication and problem-solving in

today's interconnected and multicultural environments.

After having completed this seminar, you will have:
- Cultivated a mindset and perspectives conducive to effective intercultural
collaboration.
- Attained confidence in expressing and exchanging thoughts in English.
- Promoted Empathy and Intercultural Understanding

BlEH = - Enhanced global problem-solving skills.
- Strengthened collaboration and cooperation abilities.
- Developed research and investigation skills.
- Acquired practical knowledge.
- Improved presentation and communication skills.
- Enhanced project management and planning skills.
%k Materials will be prepared by YOU (it is your input that sparks understandings
7T X A
and discussions in this seminar!) and/or be provided in class (if applicable).
% & 2 Affi |  Participation (Discussions/ Group Work) 20 %
D J5 15 & | » Mini-Reports in ‘Understanding Cultures’ 40%
v ¢ Project-Based-Learning (Reflections / Presentation / Project Outcome) 40%
This seminar will be conducted in English, specifically adopting the concept of
"English as a Lingua Franca" as outlined by Jenkins (2014). In this context,
English serves as a shared medium of communication without being confined to
Z DO, any particular variant used in specific speech communities such as the US, UK,

Canada, or Australia. Participants are encouraged to employ diverse
communication strategies to ensure mutual understanding and effective

interaction.

Yukie HARA at harayukie@nagasaki-u.ac.jp

Masazumi MARUYAMA at masazumi@nagasaki-u.ac.jp
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